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Judith Birk, JD, is the director, IRBs and assistant director, HRPP, at 
the University of Michigan Medical School (IRBMED), an AAHRPP-
accredited institution. She is responsible for daily operational oversight 
and regulatory compliance of the five IRBs within IRBMED. Ms. Birk 
serves on numerous policy, compliance, ethics, and regulatory 
committees in support of the University of Michigan’s HRPP.  She is also 
responsible for developing innovations and regulatory flexibility projects 

to reduce regulatory burdens and increase IRB efficiencies. From 2003 to 2012, she 
was the director of the health sciences and behavioral sciences IRBs at the University 
of Michigan and has also held other positions in research and clinical support capacities 
at the institution. 
 

Bruce Gordon, MD, is assistant vice-chancellor for regulatory affairs, 
and professor of pediatrics at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center (UNMC). Dr. Gordon has been a member of the UNMC 
institutional review board since 1992, served as chair since 1996, and 
as executive chair since 2011. He has served on a variety of national 
committees and task forces, including the Secretary's Advisory 
Committee on Human Research Protections Subpart A Subcommittee. 
He was the first chair of the National Cancer Institute Pediatric Central 

IRB; currently serves on the Board of Directors for PRIM&R; has been a faculty member 
at every ARENA/PRIM&R national meeting since 2002; and was the co-chair for the 
2009 AER Conference. He is an active participant in PRIM&R’s "At Your Doorstep" 
educational programs and co-developed the “Collaborating for Compliance” workshop, 
“IRB Chairs Boot Camp” program, and the “Vulnerable Subjects” program. Dr. Gordon 
is a founding member of the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI); the 
author of two modules for the Human Subjects Research course; and co-developed the 
“Research Involving Vulnerable Subjects” course; and the author of numerous original 
papers, chapters, review articles, and abstracts regarding research ethics and 
protection of human research subjects. 


